he was the Messiah, and that death could not prevail against
him nor prevent his returning to judge the world and establish
his reign on earth for ever and ever. As this romance came as
easily within the mental range of his disciples as his social doc-
trine had been far over their heads, "Crosstianity" became
established on the authority of Jesus himself. Later on, in a
curious record of the visions of a drug addict which was absurdly
admitted to the canon under the title of Revelation, a thousand
years was ordained as the period that was to elapse before Jesus
was to return as he had promised. In 1000 a.d. the last possi-
bility of the promised advent expired; but by that time people
were so used to the delay that they readily substituted for the
Second Advent a Second Postponement. Pseudo-Christianity
was, and always will be, fact proof.
The whole business is in a muddle which has held out not
only because the views of Jesus are above the heads of all
but the best minds, but because his appearance was followed
by the relapse in civilization which we call the Dark Ages,
from which we are only just emerging sufficiently to begin
to pick up Christ's most advanced thought and filter it from
the dirty water into which the apostles and their successors
poured it.
Six hundred years after Jesus, Mahomet made a colossal
stride ahead from mere stock-and-stone idolatry to a very
enlightened Unitarianism; but though he died a conqueror,
and therefore escaped being made the chief attraction in an
Arabian Chamber of Horrors, he found it impossible to con-
trol his Arabs without enticing and intimidating them by pro-
mises of a delightful life for the faithful and threats of an eternity
of disgusting torment for the wicked after their bodily death,
and also, after some honest protests, by accepting the super-
natural character thrust on him by the childish superstition
of his followers; so that he, too, now needs to be rediscovered
in his true nature before Islam can come back to earth as a living
faith.
And now I think the adventures of the black girl as revealed
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